The Raphaeli Voice

AUGUST 2020

Read about...

THE SPRING FESTIVAL
OF RAPHAEL

PG & KG Sewing & Seedlings
Class 1 - Angel Letters
Class 2 - St Odilia
Class 3 - Measuring the
World
Class 4 - Cross stitch
Class 5 - Botany & Geometry
Class 6 - Mineralogy & stepping back in time
Class 7 - The interconnectedness of Life
The Communication Tree
Forts, fun and fresh air
Parent Circle
Mealtime Magic
Raphaeli website
Enrolling at Raphaeli

The third term has been a
celebration of community
and gratitude at Raphaeli.
There is gratitude from the
children as they enjoy the
company of their friends,
gratitude from parents that
once again their children can
participate in a nourishing
school life, gratitude from
the teachers that they may
continue with their chosen
life-path. Community and
meaningful interaction is the
heart of Raphaeli.
We are incredibly fortunate
that our whole school has
been able to come back to
Raphaeli and it is with deep
gratitude that we are able to
celebrate The Spring Festival
of Raphael together.

Raphaeli’s School Bell
When the school first started, Sue
Gurney gave her small Tibetan bowl and
felt covered rod as an alternative to a bell
and clapper. When that bowl eventually
suffered a crack, Yvette brought back a
replacement from Australia.
The goal is more than a sound signal of
lesson change or break time’s start or
end. Ringing it is an opportunity to find
the most harmonious point on the bowl
so that there is a pleasing resonance
rather than a harsh metallic clang.
Finding a rhythmic walk while ringing can
bring a sense of calmness to both the
sounder and the community.

“For this feeling of gratitude
is a bridge from one human
soul and heart to another,
without gratitude, this bridge
could never be built.”
Rudolf Steiner

CLASS SIX - MINERALOGY
Class Six has been studying
Mineralogy and the fascinating
local Geology of Table mountain

THE GREEK OLYMPICS
Stepping back in time

It almost feels as if Class 6’s trip to Stellenbosch
actually took place in ancient times but it was only
earlier this year, Gesina, Anissa and the Class Six
group set out to participate in the annual Waldorf
Greek Olympics at the Stellenbosch Waldorf School.
They slept, ate, trained and competed like the
contestants in Ancient Greece. Although the desire
to win may have been strong from students from all
the schools, it was the spirit of camaraderie, fairness and adventure that created champions during
that epic experience.
Here are some cherished memories..........

Pre- Trip excitement

Flamingo Wrestling

Spider Games - A Waldorf Thing

Discus winners

Javelin

Arm Wrestling

Gold Medal Winner

Addressing the Cities

Camping like Champions

Class 5 - Botany & Geometry

GEOMETRY - CIRCLES WITHIN CIRCLES

Fred the Feller donated logs to our school so class five got creative & created a climbing platform for our
playground. We also finished our geometry main lesson with the parts of a circle being the primary focus.
Class Five enjoyed the building project and worked beautifully as a team. It was fantastic to move our bodies
after being in lockdown for so long. The aim of the project was to create circles within circles.

CLASS FOUR XXXX CROSS STITCH
The class 4 children began the
year designing their cross-stitch
patterns. They each chose colours to fit within the parameters
of the pattern, assessing which
colours complement each other.
Their project is a cross-stitched
pin cushion which they will bring
back to school in seventh grade
to use when they learn machine
sewing.

CLASS TWO - SAINT ODILIA
Class two has been working with the stories of
Saints. Through these stories of the saints the
spirit of transformation is passed down to the
children. This week we listened to the story of
Saint Odilia. The children drew a picture once they
had listened to the story and then they wrote out
a verse relating to the story of Saint Odilia.

CONGRATULATIONS!

Two Raphaeli children were finalists in a recent illustration competition and for a wonderful cause raising awareness for sharks in celebration of World Oceans Day. One of them won the competition! They
are: Elijah Moodley (Class 4), who won the competition and Ruhan Venter (Class 5) who was a finalist.
Both boys’ artwork are featured on the #safeforsharks FB page. Elijah did a beautiful watercolour of a
Great White and Ruhan a cute pencil drawing of a Spinner Shark.
Have a look at SAFE FOR SHARKS on facebook. Well done Ruhan and Elijah!

Grade One - What a glorious third term it has been!
Our Literacy Main Lesson has
mainly focussed on two interwoven activities, learning the vowel
sounds & how to knit. We heard
the magical story of how five
angels were sent to earth each
bringing a gift that human beings
need.
Angel A: A sense of wonder
Angel E: Strength to be kind
Angel I: Inner light
Angel O: Love for community
Angel U: Truth
We practised the various sounds
each of the Angels hold & started
using them with the consonants
from the first and second term to
“word build”.

The children have been learning how to knit with Tinashe. Knitting is important to learn for future tracking in reading, sentence completion, development of the fine motor skills needed for writing.

CLASS SEVEN
In Class 7 we have been exploring the interconnectedness of all life and the characteristics all living
organisms have in common. We have discovered
that plants have veins transporting food just like
our own circulatory system transports nutrients and
oxygen to all the cells of our body.
The children ran the big field, enacting the process
of photosynthesis, drawing in the carbon dioxide
through the leaves’ stomata and capturing the sunlight to convert it to food. We even planted seeds to
grow food for our own kitchen garden.
We have walked our extensive property and surmised that there is much biodiversity in the fynbos,
but in the wattle thicket the birdsong is none and
the diversity is minimal. We have linked this to the
great diversity of our own country and how our
diversity gives us our strength.
To this end the children proudly sawed down some
of the invasive Black Wattle at the entrance to our
school to protect the biodiversity of this land and
prevent the wattle from becoming a fire hazard.
They then used the wattle branches to create an
archway for the Class One’s and their climbing rose.
This term we have also delved into percentages,
angles and symmetry in maths and investigated the
symmetry of both nature and manmade buildings.
We put our percentage skills and abilities with our
protractors to good use when we analysed our daily
nutritional intake and created colourful pie charts
to see whether we were eating a healthy and well
balanced diet.

Eating well during the time of Covid is now more
important than ever and we discovered how easily
we can get nutritional deficiencies if we don’t eat
a rainbow of fresh fruit and vegetables daily. Stay
safe, stay strong, treasure diversity and remember
to eat a rainbow!

CLASS THREE - How do you harness extreme 9 year old exuberance?
You apply it to a Main Lesson on Measurement.

Ivan showed us some unusual Old Slavic units
– a pyad, a shazhen, an arsheen and a makhovoya! (they loved mastering the
pronunciation.)
We learnt the Metric Verse of The Millipedes
and Centipedes and young legs paced out 500
metres from the school gate to the viewpoint
over the neighbour’s dam.

We understood from the song of 2 riverboats
racing up the Mississippi that if there are “No
fathoms below” – your boat gets stuck.
Grandfather’s Clock helped us learn how to read
the thing that goes tick-tock (the original one...)
and – we weighed the ingredients for lemon
curd and cooked it up. (We take orders – very
lemony, not too eggy and no cornflour)

KINDERGARTEN
The littlest hands have been very
busy this term. One is inclined to
think that masks would impact their
joy and enthusiasm, but this is not
so!
The felt gnomes were made by the
children and during some sewing
sessions they made their own felt
hedgehogs.
The tiny plant is an apple tree that
grew from the seeds the children
saved from fruit they ate during
fruit-share.
The other seedlings, in the white
trays, are num-num that they
germinated from Num-num fruit
found at the school.

FORTS, FUN AND FRESH AIR
Blessed with 21 hectares to explore
and learn from, one strategy the
teachers have employed in dealing
with the Covid challenge, has been
to increase the time spent outdoors.
The natural environment is continuously being sanitised by sunshine,
rain and wind. As we have always
valued outdoor learning time, it was
not difficult to incorporate more
experiential learning into the day.

Playtime has brought out the
innovative & constructive side of
the children; especially the Grade
Three’s who have constructed a
phenomenal fort. They built it
entirely by themselves, working together as a team; it has bathrooms,
bedrooms, fireplace, living area a
roof and is fiercely protected! Quite
incredibly it has withstood the ferocious winds that we have endured
recently.

RAPHAELI WALDORF SCHOOL
COMMUNICATION PATHWAY

For GENERAL ENQUIRIES & ENROLMENTS
Phone or email The Office
044 533 6157 or 060 530 7052 admin@raphaeli.co.za
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For SCHOOL ISSUES affecting your child
• Academic
• Social
• Health
Email the class teacher to set up an appointment
for a discussion, please state the reason.
Email: *teachersfirstname@raphaeli.co.za

For GENERAL ISSUES ABOUT YOUR CHILD
• emergency
• logistics, eg change in pick-up arrangements
• calling a child in sick
Phone the office 044 533 6157 or 060 530 7052
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For FINANCIAL/ ADMINISTRATIVE
concerns, email or phone the
Administrator
044 533 6157 or 060 530 7052
administrator@raphaeli.co.za

For MARKETING OR FUND RAISING questions
Email: marketing@raphaeli.co.za

For CLASS FUNDRAISING
contact the class link via class
Watsapp group
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pl@raphaeli.co.za

Whether
you have a query,
concern, complaint or
compliment, you can use this
communication
pathway to ensure you are heard.
Please note that teachers ‘phones
are off between
8am and 2 pm
Watsapp groups are informal
and no action will be taken
on issues raised on
that platform.

If your concern has not been resolved by the
person mentioned above, please
1. Request a Positive Resolutions Form from
the office admin@raphaeli.co.za
2. Email it to the Parent Liaison and the
Administrator
The Parent Liaison will inform you within 2 days
as to what the next step is, possibly:
• mediation
• College of Teachers discussion
• Board of Trustees discussion

COLLEGE OF TEACHERS
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

In any vibrant community
efficient communication is vital
and knowing who to turn to is
essential.

raphaeli.co.za

We hope the communication
tree on the previous page offers
you a visual representation of
how communication at Raphaeli
Waldorf School works.
If in doubt, you are always
welcome to ask Kirsten in the
office.

MEALTIME MAGIC MENU
We provide vegetarian lunches & are currently growing as
much as we can for or menu.

MEALTIME MAGIC
Traditionally Raphaeli has
always served fresh, healthy
warm meals to Kindergarten
and Playgroup.
The Covid crisis highlighted
a need in our community for
meals provided free of charge
to the children.

RAPHAELI IS OPEN FOR
ENROLMENT
Please fill in the online form

ENROL

Raphaeli Waldorf
School
Tel: +27 (0)44 533 6157
Mobile: +27 (0)60 530 7052
Email: admin@raphaeli.co.za
Web: www.raphaeli.co.za

We have expanded our free
wholesome school lunches to
all the children at Raphaeli. It
has been an instant hit with the
children & parental gratitude is
immense.
We intend to continue this initiative permanently. If you are in
a position to support Mealtime
Magic please consider donating
or even pass on the message to
friends or family.
To find out more or to
Donate securely directly via our
website please follow this link

DONATE
or contact the office.

We have created a new website
to reflect the vibrant energy
flowing through our school.
Raphaeli is a phenomenal
school and Plettenberg Bay is
on a spectacular part of the
earth! We hope the website
communicates some of our
unique magic to the world.
It’s not just for curious
new-comers but as it develops
it will become a community hub
for Raphaeli.
You can already fill in an enrolment form, donate to your
favourite project, sign up for
newsletters, or read them...
Soon there will be a document
library, more community pages, an online store & resource
centre. We invite you to have a
look

RAPHAELI

