The Raphaeli Voice

DECEMBER 2019

Read about...
Advent Festival
PG & KG Imaginative play &
Advent Spiral
Class 7 Age of Discovery
Class 3 Old Testament
Class 2’s Delightful Dinner
The Raphaeli Calendar
The Waldorf Community
Important dates
Holiday Club with Maria
Enrolling at Raphaeli
Waldorf School

RAPHAELI ADVENT FESTIVAL
In the last four weeks of school Raphaeli children honoured the
Kingdom of Stones, Kingdom of Plants, Kingdom of Animals,
and the Kingdom of Humankind.

Honouring plants - An adopted
tree getting a check up

Class Two and Three played a traditional Catalan Christmas
Carol called “Fum, Fum, Fum” on recorder

Class Four’s learning about &
honouring animals

The celebration of the Kingdom of Humankind ended with the
Grade One’s Nativity Play

Play Group and Kindergarten Advent Spiral
Each child takes a symbolic journey to the centre of the spiral where they light their
candle & then bring their own light into the world as they retrace their steps.

Advent spiral by Robyn - KG

Carol singing

A peek into the world of imaginative play .

Play Group and Kindergarten

FrEE play - PG

BAKING BREAD - KG

KG & PG BAKER BAKER DAY

MUDDY PLAY - KG

CLASS seven
the age of discovery
“Receive the children in reverence,
educate them in love
and send them forth in freedom.”

Rudolf Steiner

The Age of Discovery has been a central theme in the Class Seven’s
work this year. They delved into the past where courageous adventurers travelled the globe in search of new lands, people and riches.
Now it is the Grade Seven’s turn to leave the calm waters of Raphaeli
and explore the rest of the world.
Wilmie has been ‘The Captain’ of this crew since Grade One. Parents often wonder at the wisdom behind having the same teacher
throughout primary school, is this the right concept for this day and
age?

Christopher Columbus sets sail - Julia

The stability of a single teacher has created a community, where children and teacher seem more like a family than a group of individuals
in an educational institution. They have shared memories and experiences, they know themselves and their relationships with each other
mirror respect that was earned not demanded. They are confident,
eager and most importantly, they are inspired to learn.
Many of the children in this class have been at Raphaeli since Kindergarten casting their first droplets of colour onto wet sheets of paper
- totally at the mercy of the paint.

Amber

Seven years later they have exercised their will and developed their
spirit, the paint dances to their tune. On the following pages is a
glimpse of the incredible ‘work’ that the Grade Sevens created this
year.
To the parents of Class Seven...
It is with endless gratitude and love that we thank the phenomenal
parents of this class, who over many years have helped create the
foundation for Raphaeli, who have contributed to countless fund
raisers, managed the school, served on the board, transformed the
school and still assist selflessly. You are an inspiration.

Kublai Khan’s Palace - Xavier

From all at Raphaeli Waldorf School,
we wish the Grade Sevens a wonderful lifetime of
learning and success in their futures.

Shammah

Sophia

Rosie

Bartholemew Dias - Zoe

Jade

Christopher Columbus - Kelsey

C. Columbus - Olothando

Map of Canada - Beauty

Christopher Columbus - Lila

The Moon and Stars - Sophia

Orion, Astronomy - Summer

Poetry -Amber

Creative writing - Mayan

CLASS SEVEN 2019

Class Seven 2019 leave Raphaeli a gift
of mosaic stepping stones

Class 3 painting and enacting stories from the Old Testament

At the last Open Assembly of 2019, we were treated to an exceptional performance of Moses freeing
the Jews from enslavement. Class Three delivered the complex dialogue with confidence and dignity.
They can be proud that they are able to enthrall an audience. Clearly, Tinashe’s gift of story telling is
being transferred to the children in her class.

Well done Class Three, it was a wonderful play.

THE OLD TESTAMENT???
“But Waldorf is supposed to be non-religious, why is the Old
Testament being taught?”
Short answer - It is not.
Moses in the Bulrushes - Shyla

Noah’s Ark

Longer answer...
In the Waldorf curriculum, for grade three when a whole class is
turning nine, the literature is the Old Testament in the Bible. This is
not a religious decision but a story decision, with the Bible as one
rich source of helpful stories. The account of Adam and Eve reflects
in a glorious and perfect way the feelings of a nine-year-old. They
want to try forbidden things and then are shocked at the consequences. They are ashamed and they experience an overwhelming
sense of loss. So it is with nine year olds.
The stories in the Bible after this movement of “getting caught”
unfold then to a new life on Earth. Adam and Eve learn how to grow
their own food, cook, build shelters and make their own clothing.
This just about sums up the third grade curriculum in a Waldorf
school: farming, building, sewing, knitting, measurement—including cooking and cursive writing.
From Renee Schwartz ‘s blog.
For the whole article please visit
Waldorf Publications.

The Burning Bush - Yaelah

Click here for
full article

Class Two’s Delightful Dinner

The parents and families of the Class 2 children were invited
to a parents evening with a difference!
It started with the Class Two’s leading everyone on a walk to proudly
show us the trees that they have adopted and are caring for. Then we
headed for the hall and were soon line dancing (amidst great hilarity)
with the children, they also performed an Afrikaans poem & some
incredible skipping.
Our delicious dinner was enthusiastically enjoyed by everyone. While
we ate & chatted we learnt more about the current work in the class &
had an opportunity to view the children’s art. Our evening ended with
a raucous enactment of “Who stole Cookies dumplin’s” which saw a
reversal of usual roles with the ‘thief’ (Cecil- a Dad) being scolded by
Cookie (Amber-Lee - his daughter). All in all it was a great evening in
the classroom, a really fun way to understand what our
children are learning.
Jubilee creek outside Knysna was the perfect spot for
Class Two’s “year end” picnic, forest walk, explore & swim.

2-for-1
Khanyisa
adopted a
yellowwood
tree and got
a September
bush in the
deal too.

“Who stole Cookies Dumplin’s”

Class 2’s knitted recorder & craft bags

As we end off our school year it is warming to reflect on the
knowledge that as a Waldorf School, we are part of a international community that share similar values. 2019 was a celebration of 100 years of Waldorf education.
This poem by Arwen Kitson, won the National Schools Poetry
Prize for Peace in England. She is a talented student at Ringwood Waldorf School. The poignancy & sentiment of her poem
is valid worldwide.

Longing for Peace
I, like the wind,
Like the howling wind,
Hope to get under the door
To seek the sanctuary of the hearth.
I, like the birds,
Like the fluttering, twittering birds,
Hope to sing to the sun
Hailing the light to spread across the sky.
I, like the trees,
Like the whispering trees,
Hope to spread embracing branches
Majestically crowned with blossoms.
I, like the war men,
Like the broken-hearted soldiers,
Hope to go home
To the joyous cries of children.

The Beyond - Sophia Martin - Class 7

Class Four designed and crafted their
own wonderful cross stitch cushions

I, like hope,
Like the swaying poppy of hope,
Long to change the world.
I, I am peace.

Amber-Lee - Class Two and her
delightful knitted horse

Soap Stone Carvings - not as easy as it
looks! Crafted by Anela & Layla Class Six

IMPORTANT DATES
•
•
•
•
•

Collect reports Wed 11 Dec
Raphaeli office closes Wed 11 Dec
Class 1 Meet & Greet 17th Jan 10h00
School opens Tues 21 January
Swimming, Softball & Soccer start in
the 2nd week of school
• Term 1 ends Friday 27 March

ENROLMENT INFO

Raphaeli Waldorf School
Tel: +27 (0)44 533 6157
Mobile: +27 (0)60 530 7052
Email: admin@raphaeli.co.za
Web: www.raphaeli.co.za
Raphaeli facebook
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Buy our incredible 2020
Calendars now
Raphaeli’s A3 wall
calendars feature 12 unique
paintings from our talented
pupils and staff

a perfect Christmas
gift!
Get it from the Raphaeli School
office
or call 044 533 6157
or admin@raphaeli.co.za

Please support this Raphaeli fundraiser

